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Office of Local and Regional Health 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

 
The Office of Local and Regional Health (OLRH) provides leadership, in 
collaboration with internal and external public health stakeholders, to 
strengthen the capacity of Massachusetts local Boards of Health (BOH) to meet 
their legal responsibilities to protect the health of their communities and to 
deliver the ten essential public health services. 

 
OLRH Goals 
 

 Support the development of a skilled local public health workforce 

 Maintain regular communication between DPH, external partners, and local public health 

 Explore opportunities to strengthen local public health data capacity 

 Develop resources for local public health in response to identified needs 

 Strengthen internal collaboration and communication in support of local public health 

 Encourage local public health officials to engage in community initiatives that address 
health inequities, health disparities, and the social determinants of health 

 
OLRH Communication 
 
The OLRH connects local public health partners with DPH programs, services, and resources by 
providing a coordinated system of communication and information sharing: 

 Commissioner-led webinars with local public health officials provide a forum for regular 
conversation between DPH leadership and local public health. 

 The Local Public Health Update newsletter provides DPH news and information on 
programs, resources, data, training, funding, and career opportunities.  

 Dedicated space on the DPH website serves as a landing page for local public health with 
key contact information, resources and other relevant public health information.  
 

Intra-Agency Collaboration 
 
DPH values the collective impact formed from smart partnerships among its bureaus and offices 

that work with local public health officials (see attached list).  The DPH Intra-Agency Working 

Group provides a forum for internal collaboration and communication among managers from 

DPH bureaus and offices on matters important to local public health.  This diverse, internal 

network embraces a culture of collaboration that enhances the DPH partnership with local 

public health officials in advancing the DPH mission.  

 
Collaboration with External Partners 
 
OLRH strengthens partnerships with municipalities through the Massachusetts Large Cities 

Project and Massachusetts Rural Local Public Health Project. The OLRH coordinates its efforts 
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with external stakeholder including the Coalition for Local Public Health1, the Local Public 

Health Institute2, the Western Massachusetts Public Health Association3, and the 

Massachusetts Public Health Regionalization Working Group4. OLRH supports external partners 

in strengthening local public health capacity and building a skilled local public health workforce 

by: 

 

 Supporting local public health training opportunities and other capacity-building efforts of 

the Coalition for Local Public Health and its member organizations 

 Supporting the Local Public Health Institute (Boston University School of Public Health) to 

create, implement, and sustain workforce development activities for local public health and 

other public health system partners 

 Providing legal technical assistance to local boards of health through the Massachusetts 

Association of Health Boards 

 Coordinating the work of the Special Commission on Local and Regional Public Health5 

 
OLRH Staff 
 
 Ron O’Connor, Director 

781.774.6603 | ron.oconnor@state.ma.us 

 Shelly Yarnie, Director of Local Public Health Initiatives (Large Cities, Accreditation) 

617.695.7416 | shelly.yarnie@state.ma.us 

 Erica Piedade, Director of Local Public Health Initiatives (Rural Communities, Workforce) 

413.586.7525 x3114 | erica.m.piedade@state.ma.us 

 Lisa McCarthy-Licorish, Senior Coordinator for Local Health Communication and Resources 

781-774-6608 | Lisa.N.McCarthy-Licorish@state.ma.us 

 Jessica Ferland, Local Health Program Coordinator 

781.774.6749 | Jessica.ferland@state.ma.us 

  

OLRH on the Web 
 
 DPH Website:  www.mass.gov/dph  
 Office of Local and Regional Health:  www.mass.gov/dph/olrh   
 Email: local.regionalpublichealth@state.ma.us  

                                                           
1
 https://mapublichealth.org/coalition-for-local-public-health/  

2
 http://sites.bu.edu/masslocalinstitute/  

3
 http://www.wmpha.org/  

4
 http://www.bu.edu/regionalization/ 

5
 https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Resolves/2016/Chapter3 
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Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
Directory of Bureaus, Programs, and Offices for Local Public Health Officials 

 

This directory provides contact information of Massachusetts Department of Public Health bureaus, 
programs, and offices that support local public health officials.  
 

 Office of Preparedness and Emergency Management | 24/7 Duty Officer 
617-339-8351 | 6173398351@usamobility.com 

 Epidemiology Program | Epi/Immunization 24/7 Hotline 
617-983-6800 |  

 Substance Addiction Information and Education Help Line | Voice and Hearing Users 
800-327-5050 | TTY and ASCII Users 

 

Office of the Commissioner 

 Office of Local and Regional Health | Ron O’Connor, Director 
781-774-6603 | ron.oconnor@state.ma.us 

 Office of Preparedness and Emergency Management | Kerin Milesky, Director 
617-994-9828 | kerin.milesky@state.ma.us 

 Office of Population Health | Abbie Averbach, Assistant Commissioner and Director 
617-624-5649 | abigalil.averbach@state.ma.us 

 Office of Population Health | Avae Thomas-Quartey, Program Manager, Population Health 
Information Tool 
617-624-6025 | avae.thomas@state.ma.us 

 Office of Health Equity | Sabrina Selk,  Director  
617-624-5801| sabrina.selk@state.ma.us 

 Office of Health Equity | Rodrigo Monterrey, Deputy Director 
617-994-9806| rodrigo.monterrey@state.ma.us 

 Office of Data Management and Outcomes Assessment | Natalie Nguyen Durham, Director 
617-624-5670 | natalie.nguyen@state.ma.us 

 Performance Management and Quality Improvement/Accreditation | Antonia Blinn, Director 
617-624-5248 | antonia.blinn@state.ma.us 

 Problem Gambling Services | Victor Ortiz, Director 
617-624-5012 | victor.ortiz@state.ma.us 

 

Bureau of Community Health and Prevention 

 Mass in Motion | Jessica del Rosario, Director of Community Initiatives 
617-624-5470 | jessica.delrosario@state.ma.us 

 Office of Community Health Planning and Engagement | Ben Wood, Director 
413-586-7525 x3130 | ben.wood@state.ma.us 

 Massachusetts Tobacco Cessation and Prevention Program | Patti Henley, Director  

 617-624-6040 | patricia.henley@state.ma.us 

 Office of Oral Health | Brittany Brown, Director 
617-624-5943 | brittany.brown@state.ma.us 

 State Office of Rural Health | Cathleen McElligott, Director 
508-792-7880 x2172 | cathleen.mcelligott@state.ma.us 

 School Health | Mary Ann Gapinski, Director 
617-624-5427 | mary.gapinski@state.ma.us 

 Injury Prevention and Control | Rebekah Thomas, Director  
617-624-5557 | Rebekah.thomas@state.ma.us 

mailto:mary.gapinski@state.ma.us
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Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences 

 Epidemiology Program | Patricia Kludt, Director 
617-983-8632 | patricia.kludt@state.ma.us 

 Immunization Program | Pejman Talebian, Director 
617-983-6880 | pejman.talebian@state.ma.us 

 Public Health Nursing | Glynnis LaRosa, Senior Public Health Nursing Advisor 
617-983-6559 | glynnis.larosa@state.ma.us 

 Refugee and Immigrant Health Program | Mary Truong, Executive Director 
617-727-7888 | mary.truong@state.ma.us 

 Tuberculosis Program | Jennifer Cochran, Director 
617-983-6970 | jennifer.cochran@state.ma.us 

 Office of HIV/AIDS | H. Dawn Fukuda, Director 
617-624-5303 | dawn.fukuda@state.ma.us 

 Division of Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) Prevention | Kathleen Roosevelt, Director 
617-983-6941 | kathleen.roosevelt@state.ma.us 

 Integrated Surveillance and Informatics Services | Gillian Haney, Director 
617-983-6863 | gillian.haney@state.ma.us  
 

Bureau of Environmental Health 

 Bureau of Environmental Health | Jana Ferguson, Director 
617-624-5757 | jana.ferguson@state.ma.us 

 Bureau of Environmental Health | Jan Sullivan, Deputy Director 
Director, Community Assessment Program 
617-624-5757 | jan.sullivan@state.ma.us 

 Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program | Terry Howard, Director, Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program 
781-774-6711 | terry.howard@state.ma.us 

 Community Sanitation Program | Steven Hughes, Director 
617-624-5757 | steven.hughes@state.ma.us 

 Community Sanitation Program | Paul Halfmann, Assistant Director 
508-792-7880 X 2338 | paul.halfmann@state.ma.us 

 Environmental Toxicology Program | Marc Nascarella, Director 
617-624-5757 | marc.nascarella@state.ma.us 

 Food Protection Program | Michael Moore, Director 
617-983-6712 | michael.moore@state.ma.us 

 Indoor Air Quality Program | Mike Feeney, Director 
617-624-5757 | mike.feeney@state.ma.us 

 Radiation Control Program | John M. Priest Jr., Director 
617-242-3035 | jack.priest@state.ma.us 
 

Bureau of Substance Addiction Services 

 Substance Addiction Prevention Services | Jose Morales, Director of Prevention Services 
617-624-5141 | jose.morales@state.ma.us 

 Substance Addiction Information and Education Help Line | 800-327-5050  

 Naloxone (Narcan) Information https://www.mass.gov/overdose-prevention-and-naloxone-access 

  

mailto:gillian.haney@state.ma.us
https://www.mass.gov/overdose-prevention-and-naloxone-access
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Alphabetical Directory of DPH Staff in Bureaus, Programs, and Offices 
 

 Averbach, Abigail ................... Office of Population Health 
617-624-5649 ........................ abigalil.averbach@state.ma.us 
 

 Blinn, Antonia ........................ Performance Management and Quality Improvement 
617-624-5248 ........................ antonia.blinn@state.ma.us 
 

 Brown, Britany ....................... Office of Oral Health 
617-624-5943 ........................ brittany.l.brown@state.ma.us 
 

 Cochran, Jennifer ................... Tuberculosis Program 
617-983-6970 ........................ jennifer.cochran@state.ma.us 
 

 Del Rosario, Jessica ................ Mass in Motion 
617-624-5470 ........................ jessica.delrosario@state.ma.us  
 

 Feeney, Mike ......................... Indoor Air Quality Program 
617-624-5757 ........................ mike.feeney@state.ma.us 
 

 Ferguson, Jana ....................... Bureau of Environmental Health 
617-624.5757 ........................ jana.ferguson@state.ma.us 
 

 Fukuda, H. Dawn ................... Office of HIV/AIDS 
617-624-5303 ........................ dawn.fukuda@state.ma.us 
 

 Gapinski, Mary Ann ............... School Health 
617-624-5427 ........................ mary.gapinski@state.ma.us 
 

 Halfmann, Paul ...................... Community Sanitation Program 
508-792-7880 X2338 ............. paul.halfmann@state.ma.us 
 

 Haney, Gillian ......................... Office of Integrated Surveillance and Informatics Services 
617-983-6863 ........................ gillian.haney@state.ma.us 
 

 Henley, Patti .......................... Massachusetts Tobacco Cessation and Prevention Program 
617-624-6040 ........................ patricia.henley@state.ma.us 
 

 Howard, Terry ........................ Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program 
781-774-6711 ........................ terry.howard@state.ma.us 
 

 Hughes, Steven ...................... Community Sanitation Program 
617-624-5757 ........................ steven.hughes@state.ma.us 
 

 Kludt, Patricia ........................ Epidemiology Program 
617-983-8632 ........................ patricia.kludt@state.ma.us 
 

 LaRosa, Glynnis…………………... Public Health Nursing, Bureau of Infectious Disease 
617-983-6559…………………… .. glynnis.larosa@state.ma.us 
 

 McElligott, Cathleen…………. .. Office of Rural Health 
508-792-7880 x2172 .............. cathleen.mcelligott@state.ma.us 
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 Milesky, Kerin ........................ Office of Preparedness and Emergency Management  
617-994-9828 ........................ kerin.milesky@state.ma.us 
 

 Monterrey, Rodrigo  .............. Office of Health Equity 
617-994-9806 ........................ rodrigo.monterrey@state.ma.us 
 

 Moore, Michael ..................... Food Protection Program 
617-983-6712 ........................ michael.moore@state.ma.us 
  

 Morales, Jose ......................... Prevention Services 
617-624-5141 ........................ jose.morales@state.ma.us 
  

 Nascarella, Marc .................... Environmental Toxicology Program 
617-624-5757 ........................ marc.nascarella@state.ma.us 
  

 Nguyen Durham, Natalie ....... Office of Data Management and Outcomes Assessment 
617-624-5670 ........................ natalie.nguyen@state.ma.us 
  

 O'Connor, Ron ....................... Office of Local and Regional Health 
781-774-6603 ........................ ron.oconnor@state.ma.us 
 

 Ortiz, Victor ........................... Problem Gambling Services 
617-624-5012 ........................ victor.ortiz@state.ma.us 
 

 Priest, John ............................ Radiation Control Program 
617-242-3035 ........................ jack.priest@state.ma.us 
 

 Quinn, Donna ........................ Office of Preparedness and Emergency Management 
617-994-9836 ........................ donna.quinn@state.ma.us 
  

 Roosevelt, Kathleen ............... Division of Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) Prevention 
617-983-6941 ........................ kathleen.roosevelt@state.ma.us 
  

 Selk, Sabrina .......................... Office of Health Equity 
617-624-5081 ........................ sabrina.selk@state.ma.us 
 

 Sullivan, Jan ........................... Bureau of Environmental Health 
617-624-5757 ........................ jan.sullivan@state.ma.us 
 

 Talebian, Pejman ................... Immunization Program 
 617-983-6880 ........................ pejman.talebian@state.ma.us 

 

 Thomas, Rebekah…………………Injury Prevention and Control 
        617-624-5557……………………….rebekah.thomas@state.ma.us 

   
 Thomas-Quartey, Avae………… Office of Population Health 

617-624-6025…………………………avae.thomas@state.ma.us    
 

 Truong, Mary…………………………Refugee and Immigrant Health Program 
617-727-7888…………………………mary.truong@state.ma.us    
   

 Wood, Ben ............................. Office of Community Health Planning and Engagement 
413-586-7525, x3130 ............. ben.wood@state.ma.us 
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